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The Kurdish language and its many variations have been actively researched [1] with little con-
census about their classifications, not in the least due to geographical, cultural, religious and political
circumstances. One of many examples are Gorani and Zazaki, which can be considered to be standalone
languages [2, 3], or part of Kurdish [4, 5], which might be one dialect [6, 4], or separate dialects [7, 8].
This work aims to shed light on Kurdish dialectology via creating an interactive map (see Figure 1).

Figure 1: Examples from the current prototype. Left: Dialect groups layer. Right: Dialects layer.

Early work on Kurdish dialect geography [3], proposed a division of the Kurdish language into
the three dialect groups Northern, Central and Southern Kurdish, which have been the basis for much
of the linguistic work for Kurdish. Later sub-classifications took place Northern Kurdish (Kurmanji)
first into five [9], later adjusted into three [10] distinct dialect groups. New understanding grows upon
and rectifies prior work as can be seen by [11] writing about the often referenced work of [12]: “it
seems obvious that the seven subgroups identified by (Fattah, 2000) cannot be treated as clear-cut,
sharply-defined bundles of dialects. They show considerable internal variation and in some cases seem
to include dialects manifesting highly diverging features. Some varieties cannot be easily ascribed to
any specific subgroup, but are transitional between subgroups.” The here allured concept of dialect
continuum is crucial for understanding or properly displaying the Kurdish language on a map. Work on
Kurdish language, regardless of producing a map or not, tends to focus on just a few dialects or one of
the major dialect groups: Northern Kurdish [9], Central Kurdish [13], Southern Kurdish [11] and other
dialects [14]. Be it personal interest, or borders between countries- for some reason most works fail to
deliver more than a very rough outline of the Kurdish language landscape to interested readers.

Figure 2: Examples from the current prototype, displaying different settings of the map.



2 Interactive Map of Kurdish Dialects

At the time of writing, we have collected geographical information for 3551 distinct locations, con-
sidering the second layer of administrative boundaries of the countries Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey.
Reviewing numerous related scientific publications rewarded us with a list of over 100 dialect names
of varying granularity and specificity in regard of their definition, geographic position and linguistic
classification.
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Table 1: Currently considered key aspects of the Evaluative Language Mapping Typology (ELM-T).

In a next step, we will integrate the Evaluative Language Mapping Typology (ELM-T) proposed
by [15] for a more reflective map creation process. For the current focus of our work refer to Table 1.

Numerous aspects need to be considered, like using a colorblind-friendly palette [16] to provide high
accessibility or how to manage the resolution of visual complexity given many overlapping dialects (see
Figure 2) and diverging classifications. Collectible data is manifold but inconsistent, requiring a well
considered storage structure. Finally, server solutions will be explored for online availability.
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